[image: image1.png]*€DINBVRGH -





[image: image2.png]*€DINBVRGH -





June 2009





Briefing Note


North Sighthill Development Group 





The aim of the fifth meeting of the development group was to:





Note progress of the regeneration of North Sighthill


Hear Presentations by:	Planning and Strategy


					Library Services


					Children and Families – 						Community Centre


Take part in a pre-masterplanning workshop





Progress





Re-housing Weir Court is progressing well, there are now 3 tenants left in the block.  





Re-housing of residents in Glenalmond Court will begin w/c 20 July 2009.  Staff have been delivering re-housing information packs to residents by hand and giving them the opportunity to ask any questions they may have.





Discussions are taking place between the community and the local office as to what should be done with the Broomview site.





At the Broomview Site it was agreed to:





Erect a fence to the north and west sides to discourage parking and fly-tipping on the site;


To put a gate in the fence to allow vehicular access as necessary;


To construct a new temporary footpath along the line of Sighthill Wynd and install temporary pedestrian barriers adjacent  to the path;


Install a palisade fence set in concrete to cover the gap in the retaining wall to the south of the site.





The route of a new footpath, which follows the desire line path to the underpass, is still to be decided by the NSRA and the Community Council.





Presentations





Masterplanning – Planning Context





Kevin Murphy of Planning and Strategy gave an overview of the masterplanning process.  





The masterplanners will review previous plans for the area and look at current community needs.  They will engage


with the local community and other stakeholders to produce the masterplan.  The masterplan will set out the type of housing,


heights of housing, services, roads, parking, open space etc.   


The masterplan may also consider a phased approach to


developing the site due to site constraints.


























Libraries





Paul McCloskey gave a presentation on the future of the library service.





Work that has taken place in Sighthill Library has been helping shape the library service. The Council is committed to having a library service in the area.  





In the future Sighthill will not have a stand alone library, the new service will be developed in partnership with others so that resources can be shared.  At the moment the library service is looking to deal with the transition period of moving from the current building and continuing to provide a service. 


 


Children and Families – Community Centre





Susan Wilson gave a presentation on the future of the Community Centre.





In preparation for the regeneration of the area Sighthill Community Centre will be demolished.  In the short term the activities held in the centre will need to be relocated.  There is a possibility of using half of Westburn Primary School and this could be a short to medium term solution.





If a new community centre is established it is unlikely to be a stand alone centre, but would be developed as a partnership with others.





Pre-masterplanning Workshop





Heather Kirkland arranged a pre-masterplanning workshop to look at:


Issues and Concerns


Strengths and Benefits


Ideas for the area


Priorities for the area





The issues and concerns were related to pedestrian links, loss of community spirit, loss of community facilities and security in the area.





The strengths and Benefits were related to community identity, the location of the site, the park and the community facilities.





The Ideas were for good quality affordable lowrise houses with gardens, well planned open spaces and better pedestrian access to the area.





The priorities were good quality housing, improved community facilities a safe environment and better access to the site.





This information will be passed on to the masterplanners so they can start their work with an understanding of the area.











