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September 2009





Briefing Note


North Sighthill Development Group 





The sixth meeting of the development group was to:





Catch up on progress of the regeneration of North Sighthill


Launch the masterplanning process and introduce  Broadway Malyan, the Masterplanners	





Progress





The re-housing of residents in Weir Court is progressing well, all the tenants have been re-housed and there is only one owner buyback to complete.   





The Re-housing of residents in Glenalmond Court began on 20 July 2009.  So far 4 tenants have been re-housed and one owner occupied property has been bought back. 





Work has started at the Broomview Site to:





Erect a fence to discourage parking and fly-tipping on the site


Put a gate in the fence to allow vehicle access as necessary


Install temporary pedestrian barriers and form a new temporary footpath along the line of Sighthill Wynd and the new fence.


Install a palisade fence set in concrete to cover the gap in the retaining wall to the south of the site


Create a new path which follows the desire line to the underpass.





Presentation





Broadway Malyan - Masterplanning 





Neil MacDonald and James Patterson of Broadway Malyan gave a presentation and led a discussion on masterplanning the area.  The presentation was based on information collated from previous consultation exercises and pre-masterplanning workshops.   





The presentation was split into the different aspects of the site:





Transport and Pedestrian Links


Community Facilities


Open Space and Amenity


Housing





Transport


It was noted that there were good transport links from North Sighthill into the city centre and the surrounding area; however the pedestrian links to and from the site were restrictive. 


























The group commented that local residents did not feel safe using the underpasses and that there should be better access to North Sighthill.  It was also felt that there should be a new path created to link the area to the new tram line.





Community Facilities


The group was asked whether or not they would want to share community facilities with Napier University and Stevenson College. Some of the group felt that such a facility would only work if there was unrestricted access for local people.  The master planners thought it may not be financially viable to build separate community facilities but that one building could house a university/college library, community library and community centre so there would be no issue over access.  The group thought that this model would work better. A visit to an existing shared facility would be arranged.





The group felt that the location of new community facilities would be the key to their success.  It was felt that the best location would be either on the Calder Road or Broomhouse Road as the facilities would be visible to the wider community and would be easy to get to.





Open Space and Amenity


The group stated that the new housing should have gardens where feasible.  There should be no large green spaces within the housing as this does not work very well within the existing site.  





The group thought that something should be done with the millennium planting such as thinning it our or removing sections altogether to make the park more visible and accessible.  It was also felt that the quality of the park could be improved to encourage greater use by local residents. 





Housing 


There will be a mix of housing on the site; the group commented that there was a need for family housing on the site; this was noted by the masterplanners.  The group suggested that they thought the houses should be like the housing at Parkhead.  This may not be possible due to the limited space on the site, but the masterplanners would try to get in as much terraced and semi detached housing as possible.  There would also be a focus on providing energy efficient housing to keep down fuel bills.





Community Consultation


The next step is for wider community consultation to take place so that a master plan can be developed.  The consultation will be carried out in stages over a number of weeks. 





A draft community consultation approach and timetable will be developed by the masterplanners and agreed at the next meeting of the development group. 








