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Summary Note


Gracemount Development Group 


12 May 2009





 Update on Soft Strip/Demolition





 Soft strip to Soutra Court is now complete with work now commenced on soft-stripping Garvald Court.  The final demolition contractor responsible for soft strip of Fala and final blow down will be formally appointed by mid-June.





The Neighbourhood Office intends beginning a consultation process with the community in July in respect of the planning associated with the blow down.





Masterplanning





Neil MacDonald of BroadwayMalyan provided a short briefing on the progress and outcome of the detailed community consultation.





A mixture of indoor/outdoor consultation and presentations has been undertaken by CEC and BroadwayMalyan staff.   He advised that these events had been very productive indeed.





Updated images of the two masterplan options were provided, each containing slight amendments which took account of public opinion from some of the earlier consultation events. NM reassured the group that a final consultation will be provided which is thorough and robust, properly reflecting all views and opinions gathered. 





NM and NS made the following comments and observations on the consultation to date:-





Too early to offer a definitive masterplan for final discussion at this meeting





No clear preference at this stage, looks like a mix of the two





Main issues highlighted by public are – extent of public/private space, density, community services, healthcare, policing, provision of children and youth services, CCTV coverage





Preference for mixed community


























The group shared their views on the following issues:


  


The location of roads, traffic flow and parking provision, especially parking serving the local primary school.  Michelle Fraser will link in with Mark Symonds (School Travel Co-ordinator) and try to find solutions to the problems currently being experienced.





Further discussions with Children and Families will take place to clarify current school roles and capacity.





Discussions were undertaken on density and building heights. Explanations were given on numbers and heights and a preference of lower buildings at certain parts of the site was preferable.





NM advised that the construction work associated with the building of the new homes was very difficult to predict though three years would be a realistic time span. 

















In attendance:





Heather Phillips - Mansion House Board/GARA


George Irvine	- GARA


Imran Mahmood – Resident & Shop owner  


Justine Bradd - Edinburgh Tenants Federation


Cllr Norma Hart – City of Edinburgh Council


Neil MacDonald – BroadwayMalyan 


Neil Strachan - BroadwayMalyan


Agnes Renton - CEC SfC South Neighbourhood


Stewart Laird– CEC South Neighbourhood


Tommy McLean - CEC Children & Families


Michelle Fraser - CEC SfC, Regeneration


Carlyn McGhee - Lothian & Borders Police


Jim Cassidy – (Gracemount High School)


Ken Gregor – (PT Gracemount High School)


Simion Lievesley - CEC SfC, Regeneration


Tricia Brocklebank – CEC SfC Regeneration


Mark Borthwick – CEC SfC Regeneration





Summaries of the development group meetings and other information will be posted on the Neighbourhood Partnership website at � HYPERLINK "http://www.edinburghnp.org.uk" ��www.edinburghnp.org.uk�.  

















