Forth Neighbourhood Partnership

Health & Social Care Action Group on 25th February 2009
at North Edinburgh Local Office, 8 West Pilton Gardens

Attendees: Chair: Dave Hewitt, PCHP; Irene & Alf Garden West Pilton West Granton CC; Jimmy Botha, Seventh Day Adventist Church; George Gordon, Royston Wardieburn CC; Janet Rust, Trinity CC; Adil Ibrahim, BCDP; Penny Richardson, PROP; Jim Pattison, Services for Communities.

Apologies: Danny Campbell, NEDAC; Roddy Samson, GIC;Joan Turner, Royston Wardieburn CC; Cathy Wood, NHS Lothian; Lesley Frazer NHS Lothian; Sarah Low, Community Learning & Development; Elaine Mill, Services for Communities;
1.  
Minutes 
The minutes of the meeting on 3 December were accepted as an accurate record.
2.
Matters Arising
2.1
Noted that Jimmy Botha’s contact number is 077696 82257
2.2
Timing of Future Meetings

It was noted that the meeting set for the evening of 29th January had been cancelled due to number of apologies received. Agreed it was worth continuing with trying to alternate day and evening meetings. It was agreed to hold the next meeting at 6.30pm on Wednesday 25th March and the following one on Wednesday 6th May at 9.30am, both in NELO.
3.
Hepatitis C update – Rik Hodgson  
Rik gave an update on his work with the Peer Involvement Project which provides free training on Hep C to groups and individuals. He has run 6 training sessions to date and plans a briefing session at Millennium Centre, Muirhouse from 9.30 – 12.30 on 12th March.

Scottish Government has a ‘big push’ on Hep C and will be investing £44m over next few years. 

George pointed out that one of the difficulties people have is getting onto treatment programmes – with many people feeling they only got one opportunity and if, for whatever reason, they miss this then they don’t get a further opportunity. Rik said he felt Lothian NHS are now taking a more enlightened approach.

Rik’s project has funding until end of April but will be applying to NHS for continuation funding.

Rik will email copies of leaflets to Jim who will circulate to Health Action Group members. Action: Jim
4.
BME Report

Adil circulated and spoke to a summary of the participatory research project into the health needs of the BME community in Greater Pilton. This was a joint project with PCHP and involved local people in planning and undertaking research. They held 3 separate consultation sessions and received feedback from 83 individuals. In addition 8 organisations that offer health related services to BME community completed questionnaires.


The plan is now to distribute and promote the recommendations arising from the work.


Irene asked when the BME forum, referred to in recommendations would be established. Adil said they are applying for CGF to help set this up. George suggested applying for central funding to NHS for this and Irene suggested the Keep Well Fund – contact Margaret Douglas.

George suggested that they present the report to Community Councils and then to Forth Neighbourhood Partnership.


Irene suggested it also go to the Today & Tommorow Group chaired by Mrs Unis.


Adil agreed to follow up on these suggestions. Action: Adil

Dave expressed concerns about the issues of social isolation and racism raised the in report and felt that racism could be increased due to impact of recession and felt we should look at this – including immigration and asylum procedures.


Penny and Dave mentioned the Gruer report which looked at the potential impact of the recession on health in Scotland, presented by Laurence Gruer, Director of Public Health Science.
 It was agreed that the Gruer report and it’s implications go on the agenda for next meeting. Penny to email report to Jim who will circulate it to Action Group. Action: Penny and Jim.
3.
Short Life Working Groups
3.1 Mental Health – Penny Richardson
Penny said that last sub-group meeting had to be cancelled but willbearranging another one soon to finalise recommendations to the main Action Group.

A recent review of day services will have implications locally. This may involve scrapping locality boundaries and looking at changes in Out of Hours services. There also seems to be a rationalisation agenda that assumes ‘small is bad and big is good’ that could have implication for funding of local projects. George and Dave both agreed that both NHS and CEC seem to be moving towards funding of larger organisations at expense of local organisations. This ‘finance driven’ approach creates major problems for locally based projects and may result in the loss of skills and experience of these groups.

3.2 Access to Health Services – Dave Hewitt
Dave again had problems with convening sub group but will try to have meeting before next Action Group meeting.

It was recognised that the sub groups mean a lot of meetings (possibly too many) for people, particularly community representatives and that we should try to concentrate business via the main Action Group.
3.4
BME – Adil Ibrahim
Report already covered at 4.1.
4.
Fairer Scotland Funding

Jim circulated a paper giving an update from the Forth FSF Funding Panel which will go to the FNP Public Meeting on Tuesday 3rd March - the paper is available on the FNP website at: http://www.edinburghnp.org.uk/userfiles/File/Forth/FSF%20Forth%20%20V3%20030309.doc.
The paper gave an update on the meeting held by North Neighbourhood Team staff with Forth FSF Projects since the Public Meeting on 25 November – giving summaries of the current situation of individual projects.
It also summarised the position of the approach taken by the 3 Strategic Partnerships in allocating citywide FSF. The Health Inequalities Standing Group is responsible for allocating citywide FSF to address health inequalities. Their approach seems to be to commission projects that address health inequalities with view to mainstreaming approaches that demonstrate clear benefits. It is anticipated that more details of the process will be publicised in March and this will include briefings for Neighbourhood 
Dave expressed doubt, as did several others that any local projects would be able to bid into this process, and the meeting agreed that clarification be sought on this as soon as possible. There was a general concern that small local projects would lose out to city wide approaches and that projects adopting a ‘social model’ approach to health would lose out to those with a ‘medical model’.
5.
FNP Public Meeting – 3rd March.
Jim spoke to the previously circulated Briefing note prepared by Edinburgh Community Health Partnership for the Public Meeting. David Small, the ECHP General Manager, will give a presentation on Health Provision in the Forth ward 2009/13. A workshop session will follow the presentation, facilitated by CHP managers, to discuss the way forward.
There was a general feeling that, while the presentation was welcomed, it would have been more productive if the Health & Social Care Action Group had been consulted in advance. In particular the Group would have welcomed the opportunity to ask David to address some of the specific concerns/issues raised at the Health Summit and at subsequent Action Group meetings – including the issue of the approach they will take to the funding of locally based groups.
It was agreed that the Chair should write to Cllr Morris, the convenor of Forth NP, to say that while the presentation was welcome, there was a sense of disappointment that the Health & Social Care Action Group had not been asked to be involved in the planning of the presentation.
It was also noted that this illustrated a general concern about the lack of connectivity between the Action Group and the full Neighbourhood Partnership. It was agreed to also raise this in the letter and suggest that now was probably an opportune time to review this relationship. It was also agreed that one way of achieving a closer connection could be to have more frequent Business Meetings (or similar)  of the Neighbourhood Partnership which chairs of the Action Group could attend – possibly to provide updates/presentations/identifying difficulties,etc.
I was agreed that Dave would draft a letter that would raise the issue in the most constructive way and circulate to Action Group members for agreement before sending. Action Dave.

It was also agreed that members of the Action Group should encourage as wide attendance at the Public Meeting as possible and take the opportunity to raise issues such as NHS Lothian’s approach to funding of local projects and other issues raised at the Summit and in subsequent Action Groups.
5.
Any Other Business
Irene said that she had made a presentation to Edinburgh Community Health Partnership about FSF funding to local projects – and the impact that reductions in funding would have on service provision. The CHP agreed to discuss the points raised by Irene with City of Edinburgh Council and report back at the next CHP meeting on 16 April. Irene will report back on outcome. Action: Irene
6.
Date of Next Meeting
The next meeting will be in the evening at 6.30pm on Wednesday 25th March 2009 in NELO, 8 West Pilton Gardens.
The following meeting will be on Wednesday 6th May at 9.30am in NELO. 
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