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	1. Welcome

2. Apologies

Cllr Wilson (for Cllr Burns) opened the meeting. Apologies were received as above.

	

	3. Minute of Previous Meeting/ Matters Arising/Action Note
It was noted that the item regarding the crossing at Slateford Road in the action note required updating. Please see action note for this meeting.
It was noted that the Council agreed the following recommendations regarding Section 75 agreements in a discussion regarding the Colinton Mains Sports Pavilion on 25 July:
d) to refer the matter to the Audit Committee for a thorough investigation into the failure to obtain the sum due to date in relation to this and any other applicable section 75 agreements; and

e) to report on the measures required to ensure that section 75 payments were collected within an agreed timescale to ensure as far as possible that funding for community facilities was not put at risk.

It was agreed to ensure the outcomes of the investigation and report were reported to the Transport Forum.
It was further agreed that following the investigation and report, the Transport Forum may invite the relevant officers to attend a future meeting to advise on local Section 75 agreements and their progress.

	DP

	4.   Presentation – tie
Mike Connelly introduced himself at the Public Affairs Manager of tie and apologised for the lack of preparation for the meeting, which was due to an internal communications error at tie. He advised that he had not wanted to give a generic presentation that was not tailored to the requirements of the Transport Forum. It was agreed that a future meeting of the Transport Forum should host a joint presentation by tie, TEL, Lothian Buses and City Development.

Keith Bell asked if there was any substance to the rumours that current bus through routes would be disrupted to force passengers to incorporate a tram segment into their journeys in order to inflate tram usage figures. Alan Bowen stated there was no intention to deliberately break journeys for this purpose. Trams and buses will have integrated journeys, but these will be based on passenger demand and optimal route planning.

Alan Bowen confirmed that TEL, the new combined bus and tram company, is now in existence and has appointed a general manager (Richard Jeffrey).

It was noted that the business plan for TEL was to take account of any negative effect the trams have on Lothian Buses. How will this be measured? Will there be any form of compensation to Lothian Buses for loss of revenue, or potential reduction of staff? Mike Connelly will respond to this query at the future presentation.

The tram route will definitely run from Ocean Terminal all the way to the airport. Fares for the tram will be the same as fares for the bus.

It was confirmed that the 100 bus was expected to have its frequency halved during the trams’ running times. The routes of the bus and the tram will be different. The route of the 35 bus will divert via Henderson St but will otherwise remain unchanged.

The key rail link for the trams will be at Haymarket Station. It was noted by TF members that this was not convenient for travellers on main line rail routes, which terminate at Waverley. 
Alan Bowen advised that each tram will have five carriages. Of these, four will be standard and the centre carriage will be easy-access. The standard tram carriages all have luggage racks at the driver’s end, similar to the racks found on the 100 airport bus. Given the comparable numbers of tram and bus capacity, there will be more luggage provision on the trams.

Each tram will have an attendant who will be able to move between carriages. The attendant’s role will be to ensure safe travel for all passengers, including checking luggage is secure and that passengers are behaving appropriately. Each carriage will have an emergency button and CCTV, which feeds to a central tram control point and also to the CEC signal control.

Multiple doors will allow for rapid loading and unloading. It is the responsibility of the driver to ensure it is safe for the tram to move off. There will be no pre-determine loading times; all passengers will be permitted to board before the tram moves off. Ticketing machines will be available at all tram platforms. 

Officers from tie, TEL, Lothian Buses and City Development will be invited to present at the December meeting of the Transport Forum. Forum members are asked to provide questions in writing to Diana Potter or Scott Neill at least a week in advance of the meeting.
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	5.  Items Remitted from South West Neighbourhood Partnership, 4 Aug:

· Traffic calming measures report

Keith Bell said that the report which went to the Transport, Infrastructure and Environment Committee on 25 July did not fully address the issues raised in his motion of 10 February. Cllr Wilson advised that under current resource restraints, a report of the scale requested was not possible or appropriate. The report to the Transport Committee included a process for reporting traffic calming measures which are believed to cause problems for motorists, and for these to be reviewed and if necessary amended. The motion will be formally discharged at the next Business Meeting of the South West Partnership.
In a related discussion, Ann Royden requested clarity on how tabletop bumps should be positioned in the road.

· Pedestrian Crossings at roadworks: protocol

It was advised that the protocol for temporary traffic crossings requested at the Transport Committee meeting of 10 February was under development. 

Diana Potter advised that one difficulty is that there is no type approved equipment for temporary or portable traffic lights that incorporates a pedestrian phase. Therefore the only option is for permanent pedestrian crossings to be installed on a temporary basis, with the associated costs and statutory requirements. For this reason they are very rarely used.
The Transport Forum questioned whether an additional set of portable traffic lights could be used facing across the road to create a pedestrian phase. Diana Potter will ask the Road Safety Manager if this is a possible solution.

The Transport Forum agreed that that there was clearly a need for equipment to provide this facility. Officers were requested to investigate best practice in other countries and the current situation in the UK. The Transport Forum will use this information to lobby the Department for Transport for a solution.

A presentation on type approved equipment will be requested from Bob McCafferty or another appropriate officer for a future meeting. Keith Bell requested that this presentation also include how traffic calming schemes are designed and constructed.
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	6.  AOCB
Buses are still having trouble getting past badly parked cars at the Corn Exchange during events. Gordon Drysdale advised that double yellow lines are due to be installed. The TRO for the yellow lines is open for objections until 22 Sept. If there are no objections the lines should be in place by the end of the year. It was noted that ASDA now permit people attending the car boot sales to use their car park, but staff are still not permitted to park in the car park. Diana Potter to write to ASDA on behalf of the Transport Forum, and to ensure the parking unit works with the Corn Exchange to advise wardens of event dates and times. 
Alex Law updated the group on his recent site visit to Dalry with an appliance to check emergency access. No parking signs have been removed and need to be replaced. Alex advised there was a serious issue with access through streets such as Richmond Terrace. This issue has been placed on the agenda for the next meeting. Diana to invite representatives from the parking unit.

Diana Potter advised the Transport Forum of correspondence received from Gordon McLean of the St Brides Centre, regarding double parking by pizza delivery drivers in Orwell Terrace. Diana to write to the pizza company on behalf of the Transport Forum, and to get an update from Robert Millar regarding a proposed bye-law to regulate parking away from the pavement.
Diana Potter to check whether Cllr Mackenzie has received a response from Lothian Buses in relation to the proposed route change for the No.2 bus.

Keith Bell asked Alex Law about the Edinburgh Evening News article covering Alex’s campaign for sensible parking to permit emergency vehicle access. Alex advised that the campaign had not yet begun. Alex to give an update at the meeting of 25 September.

Ewan Horne was welcomed back to the Transport Forum. The good work of Lynda Haughney in substituting for Ewan was noted. A letter of appreciation to be sent to Lynda’s line manager.
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	9. DONM
25 September 2009 (Restricted Agenda – Controlled Parking Zones and Emergency Access)
11 December 2009 

26 February 2010 
7 May 2010 

 
	


