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Inverleith Neighbourhood Partnership

Communications and Engagement Action Group

Minute of meeting held on 9th April Feb 2008, Drylaw Neighbourhood Centre
Present: Cammy Day (Drylaw / Telford Community Council), Harry Woodward (Maidencraig Court Residents Association), Tina Woolnough (Craigleith/Blackhall Community Council), Martina McChrystal (CEC Services for Communities), Elaine Lennon (CEC Services for Communities)
	ITEM
	ACTION

	1. Matters arising
	

	Membership – it was agreed that membership would remain as individuals representing a community group, with any requests for attending being brought to the group for approval.
	

	TW asked if there were plans for a local Voluntary Groups Forum in Inverleith, as she had been approached by that in West. EL explained that Kate from EVOC (Kate.Kasprowicz@evoc.org.uk) was currently making contact with local groups to look at this. Kate to be asked for update at next meeting.
	KK

	In terms of equalities group, it was felt that this group should make sure that the needs of individuals from equalities groups such as young people, older people or disabled people are taken into account in Action Group planning, both in terms of raising awareness amongst the public and of Action Groups.
	

	Newsletter – EL reported that both Drylaw Telford and Craigleith Blackhall are currently looking at producing their own newsletter, and that there had been no further request for a joint area-wide newsletter. It was felt that some sort of are-wide publicity was needed for NP in addition to these CC newsletters.
	

	Area Board / NIP funding – MM explained that a paper on delegated budgets is being prepared for the business and public meeting, which would be forwarded to members of this group.
 
	MM

	2. Community Grants Fund 
	

	MM reported that the review is still under way, and that North is now dealing with local applications at local level, including the writing of reports for NP meetings which provide summary of assessment of applications and recommendations for funding.
	

	MM added that the local team were compiling information received about sources of funding, from within CEC and outwith. 
	MM / EL

	3. Community Engagement Fund
	

	MM reported that there has been no guidance yet as to whether this can be carried forward. 
	

	4. NP logo
	

	MM reported that Inverleith has been given permission to look at developing a logo / icon which can be used on publicity to give a shared identity to the NP. 
	

	Ideas included:
	

	· Shape of map of NP – (not too friendly a shape)
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· Globe shape with sections within

· View of NP from Corstorphine Hill

· Selected landmarks from across area

· River / greenspace
	

	Any further ideas / thoughts, please send to Elaine.lennon@edinburgh.gov.uk 
	All

	5. Website update
	

	EL reported that the website is now under development, which will have a shared space – www.edinburghnp.org.uk – which would also have pages for each NP, each with its own pages to show meetings, minutes, news, contacts etc. It is hoped that this will be live by end May.
	

	6. Engaging Young People
	

	MM is to get copy of Sighthill Youth Video Project.
	MM

	An evaluation of Leith NP public meetings is underway by young people.  Martina agreed to bring a copy of report for information once produced. 
	MM

	Audit of YP work in Inverleith will continue. Please send details of any groups you know of to Elaine. Elaine.lennon@edinburgh.gov.uk
	

	CD reported that the YP Forum in Forth is presenting their thoughts on current priorities to an Action Group and that this might work in Inverleith, although this was very long process getting to this stage.
	

	EL said that the first Children and Young People’s Action Group was taking place on 30th April, and that this would be another place to discuss how best to engage YP in the NP process. CD and TW would be links to both groups. 
	

	It was agreed that this group should continue to oversee engagement to ensure that engagement is community led, as there was concern that pupil councils and youth councils were seen as being worker led.
	

	TW reported that the Bluelight discos were very successful from Blackhall YP point of view, but that there were not enough spaces for those who wanted to attend. EL to feed this to Ruth Stanley. 
	EL

	EL reported that the results of the Viewfinder survey should be available soon, that these would distil the views of local young people, and could be useful in the development of the C&YP priorities. 
	

	7. Any other business
	

	Community Plan – MM explained that there had been a piece of research carried out by SfC which had gathered views of residents on their areas. In Inverleith, she explained, more than 200 people were questioned, and that the top 5 priorities for action had been identified as: 
· public transport, 

· parking issues, 

· maintenance of pavements, road and drains, 

· cleaning of public places,

· local recycling opportunities and 

It was agreed to send the report out to members for information. 
	EL

	MM reported that these findings would form part of the discussion at NP meeting, along with work of action groups to form the initial development of a Community Plan.
	

	TW added that, if these had been identified, then these should form the First Community Plan, thus avoiding ongoing and time-consuming further consultation. MM agreed to feed this in. 
	MM

	Community Newspapers – MM reported that the CEC had decided to disinvest its third party grant funding to Edinburgh Community Newspaper Trust. This has meant a funding gap for the five local newspapers funded under this.

In North, the NEN has lost a proportion of overall funding due to the disinvestment.
	

	TW reported that Blackhall Community Council supported this excellent local newspaper and would be keen to look at any possibilities of extending distribution and looking at local advertising. She agreed to contact NEN. 
	TW

	Fairer Scotland Fund (FSF) -  MM reported that the Edinburgh Partnership had agreed a further 6 months funding for existing CRF funded projects (currently only 1 in Inverleith), whilst criteria and allocations were decided for FSF. Further info should be available after meeting on 10th April which would be circulated. 
	MM

	8. Date of next meetings
	

	The date of the next meetings are:

· 4th June 2008, 1.30pm, at North Local Office, 8 West Pilton Gardens.
· 30th July 2008, 6pm, venue to be confirmed
· 10th September 2008, 1.30pm, venue to be confirmed
· 22nd October, 6pm, venue to be confirmed
	

	Venues to be notified. If you know of any suitable venues, please let Elaine know elaine.lennon@edinburgh.gov.uk 
	All


