Services for Communities

City Centre Neighbourhood Office

Cleaner, Greener, Safer and Healthier Minutes

Wednesday 4 June 2008 

Present: Dave Sinclair – City Centre Neighbourhood Team, Neil McKnight – Hillcrest HA, Mark Stolarek – Lister HA, Simon Porteous – City Centre Neighbourhood Team, Avril Kirkwood – City Centre Neighbourhood Team, David Beckett - Chair 

Apologies:
Steve Driscoll – City Centre Neighbourhood Team, Milind Kolhatkar – EVOC, Bruce Johnston – Lothian Borders Police

	1. Welcome and Introductions
	Action

	Welcome from DS and introductions took place.

2. Support Arrangements

DS confirmed that himself and Steve Driscoll will be lead officers for this group. Avril Kirkwood will provide admin support.

3. Minutes of Previous Meeting
Minutes were agreed.

4. Matters Arising

DS handed out a copy of the Action Plan. He also informed the group that the Community Event in the Assembly Rooms had been very successful.

SD delivered an update about the Community Safety and TAC at the Neighbourhood Partnership. They are trying to educate people and school children about the work they are doing as well as the work of the Environmental Wardens.

5. Roles and Responsibilities Feedback

Explained about the 4 sub groups: Business; Planning, Performance & Communication; Community Engagement & Cohesion, and this one. They are hoping to have another group for Youth.

These will be bi monthly meetings reporting to the Neighbourhood Partnership. The TAC deal with key issues within the City Centre.

DS went through the list of purposes for the group. Talked about achieving the Green Flag status for parks. We need to do a self assessment to see where we are at present. 

6. Feedback from Community Event

DS stated that the event at the Assembly Rooms had been a great success and the Neighbourhood team had been trying to find out what the issues were in the City Centre. Attendees were asked to prioritise five issues out of the nineteen listed. The top five areas are detailed on the papers handed out.  A further two events were held at the Central Library using the same criteria – results detailed on the papers handed out as well as the breakdown of participants who took time to air their views.

7. Feedback from National Litter Day 3rd June 2008
DA explained that as litter is the number one issue for the City Centre, the neighbourhood team decided to take to the streets and carry out a clean up coinciding with Litter Day.   Two teams were dispatched from the office plus staff from Harvey Nichols, one went from the castle to the palace and the other along Princes Street and Rose Street. Both teams had been amazed at the amount of cigarette litter that they had come across. DS stated that the team were hoping to hold similar events throughout the year.  

8. Priorities Discussion

Inputs and actions are to be discussed within this group. There are 15 National Outcomes and the City Centre Community Plan intends to focus on 5 outcomes. ( See National outcome sheet handout)

DS explained how the document was laid out and what the outcomes and actions are. (see handout)

David Beckett spoke about temporary toilets in the City Centre. (see handout)

The reopening of the Tron Square toilets and the possibility of having extra toilets over the summer period.

CIMS – independent assessment of street cleanliness in the City Centre currently between 66-67. The target is 72.

Task Force review is to increase street cleaners from 60 to 85. They will also increase the barrow beats from 6 to 25.

SP spoke about the 12 proposed sites for UNITE. The need to apply for temporary planning permission which will cost approx £145 per application. What are the take up of sites and are more needed? 

A Boards – Briefing note sent to all businesses in the City Centre. DS confirmed that a number of A boards had recently been removed and the team were now targeting the High Street and Blair Street area.

Graffiti wall is in the subway near the University at Bristo Square. 

Recycling – the target for the City centre next year is 30%. DS explained that new facilities were proposed for the Grassmarket – domestic rather than trade waste.

Community Safety - Successful joint partnership working within City Centre. 

Blue Light discos for under 18’s – can we use Children and Families premises for a one off event.

DB raised the issue that Jacob’s ladder – good shortcut from Regent Road – that there was no lighting in the area nor does Saltire Steps. The trees in the area were cut back today as a one off. There is no ground maintenance in the City Centre.

SP spoke about the Community Health Flats in other areas of the city. The City Centre could benefit from one as we have a large number of clients with Mental Health problems.

DB wondered if we could ask Tony Toft (Queens former Physician) to speak at one of the Neighbourhood Partnership meetings about health issues.

Next meeting to be held in late August – possibly the 20th @ 6:30pm


	Dave to chase up invitees letters.

Bruce to be informed about attending the meeting.

DS to speak to David Beckett about moving the meeting to 5pm – earlier the better. 

Graffiti issues and fly posting to be discussed as part of the Community Plan.

Neil McKnight suggested opening Hillcrest’s offices and inviting feedback from their tenants. Claire Ironside/Alan Dean to get in touch. 

David Beckett suggested we could do a clean up in different areas of the city centre every couple of months and get the Community Councils involved.

Would like more pubs to have cigarette bins outside their premises.

Cllr Beckett wants us to send the agenda and all information out prior to the meeting.

Claire Ironside/ DS to send action plan to the group.

Why are public toilets not mentioned in the plan?

Forward the Toilet Strategy to David Beckett. Write to Old Town Community Council about the toilet issues.

Report on CIMS score at next meeting.

SP to keep the group informed.

DS to provide information to David Beckett on recycling sites in City Centre.

David Beckett would like an up date on crime stats at each meeting – Simon to speak to the Police.

 David  Beckett to draft a letter to Bruce Johnstone or Kevin Murray for funds.

DS to look into the lighting problems.

David Beckett to speak to Ian about the issues.

David Beckett to write and invite him to speak.


Date of next meeting: 

