City Centre Neighbourhood Partnership

Cleaner, Greener, Safer, Healthier Group

Monday 31 March 2008

City Centre Team Neighbourhood Office

1 Cockburn Street

Minute of Meeting

Present

Cllr David Beckett – Chair

Jenni Brown (Services for Communities)

Claire Ironside (Services for Communities)

Alan Dean (Services for Communities)

Steve Driscoll (Services for Communities)

Milind Kolhatkar (EVOC)

Apologies

Neil McKnight (Hillcrest Housing Association)

Alistair Cant (Lister Housing Co-op)

Dave Sinclair (Services for Communities)

1. Welcome and Introductions

DB welcomed attendees to inaugural meeting of the group and introductions     took place

2. Background – City Centre Neighbourhood Partnership

JB carried out presentation summarising community planning and City Centre Neighbourhood Partnership aims and objectives (see attached document)

SD pointed out that it was essential that everything, other groups, initiatives, links in with everything else. He also suggested that everything connected with visual appearance and community safety be brought to sub group. 

CI raised the possibility that other groups could be formed, short-life working groups is one example, to assist in the process. CI   stated that feedback from the four support groups will be fed back at each Partnership meeting for any decisions to be made.                

3. Development of Community Plan – Community Event
CI pointed out that one of the main objectives of the Partnership in the coming months is the production of the Community Action Plan which has to be produced by Summer 2008. Prior to the launch CI suggested a half day meeting with the Partnership board to focus solely on the plan and of taking ownership of it.       

SD highlighted that the production of the plan and the process involved will always be an evolving and never static. 

CI also pointed out that there may be more opportunities for engagement such as the satellite events that are proposed for a number of busy city centre hubs of activity.     

CI informed group of Community open event scheduled to take place on Thursday 8 May at the Assembly Rooms in George Street. The primary purpose of the event will be to get as much input from the wider community to help formulate the community plan and to get a broad range of opinions in order to get as accurate an impression as possible as to what matters to City Centre stakeholders.

4. Support Structure Objectives

            DB circulated paper to group members (see attached document). 

Invite all to review and come back with suggestions as the document contents    are designed to give a flavour of the depth and breadth of issues. 

Group agreed that health objectives required work to clarify.

SD suggested interface between group and TACG and thought they should feed into each other as it is important that all on-going initiatives are known. 

Action – SD to provide Partnership with TACG update at meeting on 22    May 

5. Operational Arrangements

Membership – Group discussed membership. 

Frequency of Meetings – Every two months between Partnership meetings

Time and Venue of Meetings – Meeting times can be flexible depending on people’s preferences. Next meeting scheduled to take place on 30 May.  

Key Contacts – Claire Ironside and Alan Dean

Action – SD to discuss membership of sub group with Bruce Johnstone 

               DB to produce invite letter to go out to invitees  

6. Issue Identification and Priority Setting

Cleaner – DB requested briefing on graffiti cleaning kits. 

JB discussed potential initiatives including encouraging City Centre Neighbourhood Team staff civic responsibility via a new issue reporting mechanism which had great potential for rollout. 

SD highlighted issues such as the significant number of sites in a poor environmental state and the need to identify opportunities for match funding to help remedy the situation.

Group discussed fly posting, trade waste, and containerisation. 

Group agreed that whole area of visual amenity was fundamental to the city centre. 

Greener – SD thought it useful to identify sites for recycling and it was agreed that it would be beneficial to invite representative to discuss both recycling and waste management in general to talk to group and that issue would be useful to explore at community event.

Safer – Group discussed issue of anti social behaviour and safety issues around youths

Healthier – Group discussed health impacts of transport policy, street begging, street drinking, and drug taking.

SD highlighted that around 50% of Council tenants in city centre have significant health issues and the allocation policy exacerbates this. 

7.   AOCB

None

8.   Date of Next Meeting

To be confirmed.       

