City Centre Neighbourhood Partnership

Community Engagement and Cohesion Group

Thursday 7 August 2008

1 Cockburn Street, Edinburgh 

Minute of Meeting

Present

Claire Ironside (Services for Communities)

Angus Kelly (ELREC)

Milind Kolhatkar, (EVOC)

Nancy Somerville (Community Learning and Development)

Alan Dean (Services for Communities)

Charles Dundas (Councillor)

Mizanur Rahman (ELREC)

Olga Hartmann (ELREC)

1. Welcome and Apologies

AK continues to work with ELREC    

2. Minutes of previous meeting 

Minutes accepted as true record 

3. Matters arising 

Community council notice board location information still outstanding. 

Group discussed how best to provide support to community councils. CI looking to get slot on agenda at future community council meetings. 

AD updated group on issue reporting initiative for community council members that aims to get community councillors to report area issues on a weekly basis.  

4. Roles and Responsibilities feedback

CD pointed out that the content of the roles and responsibilities paper covered the main issues that the group should address, its strategic and facilitating function in addition to its sounding board role. 

It was agreed to drop the word ‘Cohesion’ from the group’s title as it was deemed unnecessary.    

5. Discussion on draft Community Plan

NS thought it would be useful to place the National and Local Outcomes box at the start of each section of the plan. 

CI/AD pulling together glossary of terms to be included with the plan. 

AD highlighted that the aim was to make the Community Plan as accessible a document as possible and group discussed most appropriate ways to test this. NS suggested passing to adult literacy colleagues and await feedback.   

MK suggested an executive summary would be a useful addition to the plan.

CI/AD to produce Community Plan glossary.

CI/AD to produce executive summary               

      CI/AD to include feedback form in Community Plan

AD to make necessary changes to document (typos, word    changes, and alphabetised Partnership members list)

Joint photograph of 3 city centre councillors to be arranged      

6. Discussion on draft Action Plan

CI explained that it would be shown in the action plan how the city centre actions fit into national objectives. She highlighted how each action will have a specific owner and also how performance would be measured.

CD pointed out the need to identify any gaps contained in the plan and feed this back. CI requested any feedback by Tuesday 12 August.

Referring to the section on crime in the city centre, AK thought it essential that people are fully aware of whom to report specific issues to.    

MK to forward Scottish Government strategic document to CI

Group members to provide any feedback by 12 August.            

7. Discussion on draft Community Engagement Strategy

CI informed group that the strategy paper was not complete but what it does is to show what forms of engagement had been used already and also what further engagement is planned for the future.

CI highlighted linking in with older people’s group, forming a youth forum as part of the Partnership structure and linking in with local schools and businesses. 

AD updated group on the new Neighbourhood Partnership website and suggestions were made as to how to make best use of site and maximise its potential for assisting in engagement. These included

· Putting copy of Community Plan on site with hyperlinks to each section

· Including Community Grants Fund application forms online

· More advertising of events 

8. Feedback from BME event 6th August 08

CI updated group on BME event held in City Chambers and pointed out that she is in the process of writing up feedback from it. At this stage, some of the salient points included:

· The continuing need to break down barriers to engagement

· The need for Neighbourhood Partnerships to be more proactive in how they engage 

· The need for jargon-free communications

CI asked group for their thoughts on whether or not a dedicated BME forum for the city centre would be a useful development. Group thought mainstreaming approach would be better. 

CI suggested that another large community event would be held sometime in the coming year along with a number of smaller satellite events. 

AK to send BME document to CI        

9. AOCB 
10. Date of Next Meeting

The next meeting would take place on Thursday 9th October at 2:30 p.m. in the ELREC offices at 14 Forth Street, Edinburgh.  

