City Centre Neighbourhood Partnership

Community Engagement and Cohesion Group

Friday 28 March 2008

City Centre Team Neighbourhood Office

1 Cockburn Street

Minute of Meeting

Present

Cllr David Beckett – Chair

Jenni Brown (Services for Communities)

Claire Ironside (Services for Communities)

Alan Dean (Services for Communities)

Mike Penny (Services for Communities)

Angus Kelly (ELREC)

Stuart Mair (Canongate Youth Project)

Liam Burns (Heriot Watt University)

Apologies

Milind Kolhatkar (EVOC)

1. Welcome and Introductions

DB welcomed attendees to inaugural meeting of the group and introductions     took place

2. Background – City Centre Neighbourhood Partnership

JB carried out presentation summarising community planning and City Centre Neighbourhood Partnership aims and objectives (see attached document)

3. Development of Community Plan – Community Event
CI pointed out that one of the main objectives of the Partnership in the coming months is the production of the Community Action Plan which has to be produced by Summer 2008. The document will be constantly evolving and being revised as some issues may be resolved and new ones identified.

CI informed group of Community open event scheduled to take place on Thursday 8 May at the Assembly Rooms in George Street. The primary purpose of the event will be to get as much input from the wider community to help formulate the community plan and to get a broad range of opinions in order to get as accurate an impression as possible as to what matters to City Centre stakeholders. 

JB stressed desire to engage with variety of ‘hard to reach’ groups and highlighted the lack of local community newspapers makes the task in the city centre slightly more difficult. Also pointed out that Partnership was not just the Council and stakeholder groups with the relevant expertise were invited to assist in the engagement process. 

LB thought it would be useful to include thematic fringe events at the open day to help focus people’s minds on a range of issues. AD thought useful idea and highlighted that desktop exercise was being carried out to extract information from a variety of sources, including the recent customer research survey (4,600 responses city wide), BID survey, Viewfinder survey results and Scottish and Local Government statistics and this information would those attending some focus if they needed it. It was agreed that good facilitators will be required to tease information out of people. 

The group agreed that, following the event, information would be distributed to those attending if they leave contact details. 

Action – AD to add to database        

4. Support Structure Objectives

            DB circulated paper to group members (see attached document). 

            Invite all to review and come back with suggestions

5. Operational Arrangements

Membership – Group discussed membership. DB stated that LB would represent the city’s students and not young people in general. DB believed group needed spokesperson for young people and suggested having an additional sub group under the main Partnership that would focus on this. AK suggested making links with some of the interfaith organisations that are located within the area i.e the Islamic centre on East London Street.  LB stated that we needed to look at new ways of engaging with young people possibly through Face Book.  LB to look into this as a possible communication mode.  

Other options to investigate to raise awareness for the NP and how we engage with the wider community was discussed ranging from articles in the West End Gazette and Broughton Spurtle to inserts in the free press e.g. Herald Post and student papers. 

Action – AD to contact Margo Morris

               AD to contact Older People’s Forum representative in Council

               DB to contact Community Councils for notice board locations

               CI to contact Homeless Planning Group

Frequency of Meetings – Every two months

Time and Venue of Meetings – DB thought evening meetings would be better

Suggested 7.00pm start times and moving the meetings around

Key Contacts – Claire Ironside and Alan Dean

6. Issue Identification and Priority Setting

Group agreed that relevant documentation would include CEC Customer Survey, Viewfinder survey, BID consultation report, and national and local government reports. SM highlighted how findings would have to link into Single Outcome Agreement agenda of national government. CI also pointed out that the Fairer Scotland Fund was another area that would have to be linked in with.

Action – AD to send electronic links to BID and Viewfinder docs to LB 

7. AOCB

None

8. Date of Next Meeting

Provisional date set for Thursday 5 June at 7.00pm at ELREC Offices at 14 Forth Street. 

