Youth Group Meeting

2.00p.m. Thursday 11th September 2008

1 Cockburn Street

Minute of Meeting

Present

Cllr David Beckett (Chair)

Ann MCCulloch, Children and Families

Andy Baker, Canongate Youth Project

Ian Boardman, Lothian Associations of Youth Clubs

Claire Ironside (Services for Communities)

Lacy Napier (Services for Communities)

Alison Maclean (Services for Communities)

Apologies

Ruth Bush, Heriot Watt University

1. Welcome and Apologies

Cllr David Beckett welcomed everyone to the first meeting of the City Centre Youth Forum.   

2. Support Arrangements

CI explained that she would be acting as the lead officer for this group and introduced Lacy Napier who would be providing the administrative support. 

3. Draft Roles and Responsibilities

CI explained that the boundaries of the City Centre for the group, City Centre were the same as those covered by Ward 11; it is the smallest of all the Neighbourhood Partnerships across the city, covering Tollcross, Abbeyhill, the West End and the New Town.

DB drew the group’s attention to the second bullet point “to ensure that the Neighbourhood Partnership fully engages with young people who live, work, study and visit the City Centre”.  He also outlined that some of current issues that have been coming up included Students in particular, due to the number who live or come into the city centre.  He stated that it was important to involve students within this group.  

DB also suggested that in terms of group membership that we should extend the invite to MSYP’s who were responsible for North and Leith.  He also suggested making contact with the secondary schools whose catchment area included parts of the City Centre asking if their head girl/boy could attend these meetings.  DB requested that CI should write to the secondary schools asking for their pupil’s involvement in the group

Action

CI to contact all secondary Head Teachers to request pupil involvement in the group.

Post meeting Note: DB will now contact the Head Teachers instead of CI.

AW asked for clarification as to the age range that this group would be looking into.  After some discussion it was felt that the group should concentrate on young people from the age of 14-26.  Also acknowledged was the lack of facilities within the City Centre.  

4. Current Issues

DB introduced the findings from the recent Viewfinder report; in particular he mentioned the following results from the city centre:

Page 6 & 7, the context for the City Centre is that is has a slightly higher prevalence of females and young people whose main language at home is not English and finally a higher proportion of young people aged 17 – 18 and 18 – 21.

Page 8, 77% of young people want more work experience; 62% want to learn more skills at skills that employers are looking for; 19% want a youth club; 20% want outdoor sports; 73% think property is too expensive.

Page 11, 14% would take part in a group that makes decisions about their local area

Page 15, 22% want more information on mental health

Page 18, 62% recycle  

Page 20, 33% want more information on campaigning for environmental causes while 25% want more information on growing your own vegetables

Page 28, young people want more advice on jobs and careers

Page 30, 67% want a scheme that encourages shops to treat them better

Page 32, 59% would support a scheme to complain about bus and taxi drivers as 19% felt that they were rarely or never treated with respect by bus drivers

Page 33, 73% want more Young Scot discounts and 63% want more youth cafes 

After a short discussion in response to the Viewfinder results it was agreed to map out all the facilities/organisations that operate within the city centre plus those in close proximity to the area to ascertain the level of facilities/services in the city centre.  

Action

CI to co-ordinate service mapping exercise 

It was also acknowledged that we needed to develop a mechanism for young people to engage with the Neighbourhood partnership.  In the past a facebook site had been established but this is deemed “an inappropriate” website for the Council to use.   It was agreed to contact Ann Darling regarding Child Protection Training to discuss issues around date protection and best to engage with young people.  

Action 

CI to contact Ann Darling

Suicide is also a major factor especially around males under 26. It was suggested that we should look into setting up a campaign to raise awareness on this issue.  It was suggested that we needed to examine what services the Council offered first. It was agreed that CI/LN would carry out some desktop research into the current mental health services available for young people.  

Action

CI/LN to carry out research and report back to next meeting.

It was also agreed to look into “Home Farming”.  AMcC suggested contacting Ann Craig at Bridge end as she is responsible for setting land aside for community allotments.  It was also agreed to look into “green” issues as this was coming out high as an issue that young people were interested in.

Action

CI to contact Ann Craig re allotments

CI to investigate what campaigning or environmental work that young people could get involved with.

Lastly, DB raised the issue of harassment issues that are occurring in and around the City Centre with bus and taxi drivers. CI also stated that there was anecdotal evidence that there had been reports of racial harassment complaints along Princes Street.  DB stated that he was going to write to both First and Lothian Buses to raise this as a matter of concern.  

5. Youth Matrix Fund

CI explained about the Youth Matrix Fund, and outlined 10 potential projects that had been discussed with her colleagues in Community Safety as possible projects to be developed by the group and put forward to access funding:

1. Studio 24 and Streetworks

Develop a youth/internet café in Studio 24 as well as facilities to practice and learn how to play musical instruments.  The club would be held on a Friday night (4 – 8 p.m.) and Saturday evening.  Target groups would be the Goths and Emo’s.

2. Graffiti/Street Art

Mobile graffiti service, in various locations throughout the city centre where young people can carry out street art.  Every few weeks the mobile boards would be replaced and removed.  At the end of a six month period the best work could be put on display at the City Arts Centre.

3. Festival

Link in with dance Base Outreach for example.  Create an initiative for young people to learn to act/dance and then put on a show during the winter/summer festival

4. Tunnels

Linked with the North Neighbourhood, develop the Tunnels at George V playing fields as a youth centre/café

5. Relationship with Health & Social Care

Develop a pro-active road show, with young people writing and performing about issues they face from drugs to teenage pregnancies.

6. Grassmarket

Co-ordinated by the Council and develop the concept of a youth weekend in the Grassmarket, could be led by the Universities.

7. Media Group

Get young people involved with making a film or radio programme about experiences living in Edinburgh.  Possible link up with St Annes.

8. Concept of Neighbourhood land

Land at St Annes could be used to link up the school and the community together to develop a project that suits both parties.

9. Fashion Show

Make links with some of the big retailers and see if we could put on a show “make me a model for a day”

10. Hard to Reach Young people

Need to look into methods to engage with these young people.

After a short discussion the group’s main concerns were about any projects being sustainable and not just one offs.  It was felt that a project aimed at young people that were hard to reach was also worthwhile.

It was agreed that it was very important that there is Youth Groups to get involved in. Young people go to places like Hunter’s Square as they feel safe and can meet their friends. Adults feel unsafe when they see young groups together, they feel threatened. It was agreed that there was a need to develop a mutual understanding between adults and young people. DB suggested that Student Surgeries would be popular.  

6. AOCB

CI explained that there were five other support forums to the Neighbourhood Partnership: Business; Community Engagement; Funding panel; Cleaner, Greener, Safer and Healthier; Planning, Performance & Communication.

7. Date of Next Meeting

Thursday 30th October at 2:00 p.m. in the offices at 1 Cockburn Street

.

