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1 Purpose of report

To provide an update on progress following the motion by Councillor Hinds to Inverleith Neighbourhood Partnership on 22nd September 2008 and the subsequent decision as listed below:
(1) To consider advertising Inverleith Neighbourhood Partnership meetings in the North Edinburgh News.
(2) To consider taking a monthly page to promote the work of Inverleith Neighbourhood Partnership.

(3) To bring forward a report on how the North Edinburgh News, in partnership with Inverleith Neighbourhood Partnership, could expand its area to include residents of the area covered by Inverleith Neighbourhood Partnership.

(4) To ask for discussions to take place between Inverleith Neighbourhood Partnership and North Edinburgh News on what financial and other support can be given to ensure the survival of the North Edinburgh News. This discussion would take into account the benefits for Inverleith Neighbourhood Partnership working in partnership with North Edinburgh News.               
2
Main report

           Communications and Engagement Group 
2.1     The motion and investigation was remitted to the Neighbourhood Partnership’s Communications and Engagement group to take forward. The editor of the NEN, Mary Burnside gave a presentation to the group at its meeting of 10th November, 2008.

The NEN is a locally owned and managed organisation which has charitable status and is also a company limited by guarantee.


14,500 newspapers are printed every month with an estimated readership of around 35,000.The paper covers most of Forth and part of Inverleith.

2.2    NEN could consider expanding to include Inverleith NP area, with initial additional costs of approximately £1600 per month for print and distribution. This could eventually be recouped from additional advertising income.

An alternative to reduce costs would be not to distribute to households, but to deliver to key community venues.

2.3 Neighbourhood staff have investigated whether Inverleith Neighbourhood Partnership Meetings could be advertised separately in the NEN. Currently all city Neighbourhood Partnership meetings are advertised on a monthly basis in mainstream press and resources would have to be identified to meet any additional local advertising.
2.4 Neighbourhood staff have started discussions with key Partners including Health, Police, Community Councils, Councillors, and Housing Associations etc to look at potential levels of commitment to advertising in NEN to address point (1) and (2) of the motion.

2.5 To date Lothian and Borders Police have confirmed they use the NEN on occasions but are unable to guarantee a regular commitment at this stage.

2.6 Neighbourhood staff are investigating use of the Neighbourhood Partnership Community Engagement fund in discussions with community councils to support advertising in the NEN.

2.7      Work is underway to identify potential sources of funding, within and beyond NP Partners e.g. NHS Social Capital Fund / Small Grants Fund (NHS), Community Grants Fund.  
3 Financial Implications

3.1      None
4 Environmental Impact

There are no adverse environmental impacts arising from this report
5 Recommendations

5.1.1 It is recommended that the Communications and Engagement Group progress ongoing work with partners as detailed above

5.1.2 Recommended that the Neighbourhood Partnership notes the position and a final report is brought to the next public meeting on 25th May 2009
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Peter Strong

	Neighbourhood Manager, North, Services for Communities
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	Contact/tel/Email
	Martina McChrystal, Partnership and Information Manager, 0131 529 5001, email martina.mcchrystal@edinburgh.gov.uk
Elaine Lennon, Partnership Development Officer, 0131 529 5270, email elaine.lennon@edinburgh.gov.uk 

	
	

	Wards affected
	Inverleith

	Single Outcome Agreement
	Supports National Outcome 11:
· We have strong, resilient and supportive communities where people take responsibility for their own actions and how they affect others.
Supports Local Outcomes: 

· ‘Quality of Life within Neighbourhoods is improved.’

· ‘Communities feel able to influence decisions that affect their neighbourhood.’

	Background Papers
	Minutes of Inverleith Neighbourhood Partnership Meeting 22nd September 2008
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