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Summary Note


Gracemount Development Group 


9 February 2009





Henry Coyle and Michelle Fraser from the Council’s Regeneration Team (in Services for Communities) were introduced as they will be getting more involved in the project.





Minutes of the last meeting and summary note were approved





Update on Re-housing and Demolition





One tenant left in Fala Court and one in Garvald Court


Soft-strip work on Soutra Court should begin towards the end of February


SAFEDEM contractors will be carrying out the work


Will be using Gracemount Avenue as access – to be monitored


Site Investigation work will also be carried out over the next few weeks





Masterplanning Information





General information on Masterplanning, taken from a Scottish Government Planning Advice Note, was circulated


Paper summarising contents of brief for masterplanning consultants also circulated.


The brief covers issues such as consultation, design issues, planning requirements, open space, landscape and layout requirements, building design requirements, sustainability issues, transport issues and education requirements.


These issues will be discussed in more detail as part of the masterplan consultation process


Interviews for masterplanning consultants taking place now with a view to appointing successful consultants in March.  Interviewees so far have been very positive on the need for extensive community consultation.


Group agreed that visits to other areas would be useful as part of consultation exercise.








Group Discussion on Masterplanning Issues/Priorities





General discussion took place on what people like and dislike about the Gracemount area and what they would like to see addressed as part of the regeneration/masterplanning process.  The following issues were raised:





Problems with anti-social behaviour in the area


Issues with traffic congestion and parking, in relation to schools and hospital


Still waiting for double-yellow lines to be put on Gracemount Avenue


Concern over loss of green space


Would like play area to be kept


Would like replacement for services lost when Health Flat was closed


More housing for older people


Community facilities needed 


Mansion House repairs


Need to involve younger people in masterplanning process





Masterplanners will attend next meeting.





In attendance:





George Irvine	- GARA


Tommy McLean - CEC Children & Families


Heather Phillip - Mansion House Board/GARA


Justine Bradd - Edinburgh Tenants Federation


Agnes Renton - CEC SfC Housing & Regeneration Manager


Michelle Fraser - CEC SfC, Regeneration


Carlyn McGhee - Lothian & Borders Police


Gillian Armstrong - CEC SfC, Regeneration


Mark Borthwick - CEC SfC, Regeneration


Henry Coyle - CEC SfC, Regeneration








Summaries of the development group meetings and other information will be posted on the Neighbourhood Partnership website at � HYPERLINK "http://www.edinburghnp.org.uk" ��www.edinburghnp.org.uk�.  











