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January 2009








Briefing Note 2


North Sighthill Development Group








The third meeting of the development group was to:





Catch up on progress with the regeneration of North Sighthill


A presentation on Edinburgh Napier University’s ideas and vision on the future of Sighthill.








Regeneration Progress





Re-housing





Hermiston Court is empty and soft stripping has commenced.  There are now 24 occupied properties in Weir Court so re-housing is progressing well.





21st Century Homes





The purpose of the project is to maximise Council housing on the 3 regeneration sites within the city, North Sighthill, Pennywell and Gracemount.  





A bid has been put into the Scottish Government for £10 million of funding and the decision is expected at the end of March.  Scottish Government funding will allow the programme to deliver	more affordable homes. 





The business case for 21st Century Homes has now been completed and approved by the Health, Social Care and Housing Committee. 





Edinburgh Napier University Presentation





Edinburgh Napier University gave a presentation on their vision for the North Sighthill area over the next 30 years.  They would like to see the area edged by Bankhead Drive, Broomhouse Road, Calder Road and Bankhead Avenue developed.  The size of the University’s campus would be increased, but their vision would still include Council housing on the North Sighthill site, as well as private.  However their idea would be to include housing on Bankhead Drive near the proposed tram stop.  The University made it clear that the vision is a collection of ideas looking at improving not just the Sighthill housing site, but the whole area.  





The presentation resulted in a lively discussion of the ideas put forward to create a mixed sustainable community.  Some people thought the vision was not a good idea and that only the current area of housing should be redeveloped.  There were worries about losing the area’s sense of identity or community.














Members of the group were assured that it was still the Council’s intention to provide Council housing  through the 21st   Century Homes project and that keeping a sense of identity and community in the area was a key objective of the regeneration programme.  





The presentation provided an interesting alternative view of how the North Sighthill site and the surrounding area could be redeveloped to create a sustainable, mixed community.





Overall most people thought regenerating the whole area was a good idea as it would bring benefits to the wider community, but that if the vision was ever implemented it would have to be done very carefully so the area did not lose its sense of identity or community. 











