Tollcross Short Life Working Group

Tuesday 4th March 2008

City Centre Neighbourhood Office

1 Cockburn Street, EH1 1BJ

Note of Meeting

Attendance:

Susan Bruce (SB) - South Neighbourhood Team (Chair)

David Doig (DD) – South Neighbourhood Team

Alison Johnstone (AJ) – Councillor, Green Party

Anne Wigglesworth (AW) – Tollcross Community Council

Claire Ironside (CI) – City Centre Neighbourhood Team

Alan Dean (AD) – City Centre Neighbourhood Team (Note of Meeting)

John Saunderson (JS) – Tollcross Traders’ Association

Gavin Brown (GB) – City Development
Simon Lievesley (SL) – Strategy & investment

1. Welcome and Apologies (SB):

           Brian Butler (BB), City Development

           Lindsey Thomson (LT) – Lothian and Borders Police

           Cathy Evans (CE) – South Neighbourhood Team

           John Stalker (JSt) – Kings Theatre           

2. Note of Meeting 12.01.2008 (SB)

Accepted as true record

3. Matters Arising 

Street Lighting 

Action - DD to get information on street lighting from John MacFarlane and circulate to group    

           Litter Bins

DD informed group that audit of litter bins in area has taken place and is now complete. In inner zone 11 bins are to be replaced to ensure uniformity with the others while in the outer zone, 14 will require replacement as well. The entire Tollcross area will, thereafter, have all the same type of bins.
AW suggested possible slight improvement in cleanliness around bins but highlighted that litter still collects around the large OMBs.  

Action – With regard to waste around bins and containerisation in the area in general, DD to meet with Margaret Williamson with intention of getting her along to a future meeting   

Advertising Boards
JS informed group that he received A-Board guidance information and that it is now on the Tollcross website.  

CI updated group on A-Board clearance initiative. The programme is to be rolled out to other parts of the city centre and Tollcross is scheduled for inclusion in June. 
            Scotmid

SB met with branch manager of Scotmid to highlight concerns over visual appearance of upper level of shopfront. Thought it positive meeting however, property management side of organisation not yet engaged.

JS has also asked manager to join Tollcross Traders’ Association. 

CI suggested letter from CEC to Scotmid highlighting potential joint benefits of improvements being carried out would be useful.

Action – SB to write to Scotmid on behalf of short life working group including photographs.

AW will send also letter on behalf of Community Council              

            Kings Theatre

SB reported that Kings Theatre representative keen to attend group meetings and will attend in May when details of funding for theatre are clearer.   

4. Tollcross Community Council – General Appearance of the Area,  Emptying of Containers and Street Sweeping.

AW suggested that there had been improvements noted in Main Home Street and Leven Street areas but that the side streets were not to the same standard and highlighted Valleyfield in particular as area with significantly lower standards of cleanliness. She also requested more green recycling bins for area. DD informed group that all side streets in the area get cleansed on a Sunday to deal with all the waste generated from the previous Saturday night however the crew were called to another location on Sunday 2 March.
SB highlighted that recycling was high on priorities list from customer research findings in South Central area and suggested brainstorming with Margaret and her team to improve services   

Action - DD meeting with Dave Sinclair and Stewart Farquhar, to co-ordinate environmental actions in Tollcross, scheduled for Tuesday 11 March 
DD meeting with Margaret Williamson from containerisation on 18 March.

DD to check whether more green recycling bins can be located in area

DD to try to influence retaining trees in business area as opposed to alternative planting of shrubs or grasses.     

5. Update from Tollcross Traders’ Association

JS reported that 2 traders’ meetings had taken place since the January meeting of group and confirmed that they have around 41 members. Julian Farrar carried out further presentation of Tollcross report and action plan. L&B Police also attended and discussed graffiti initiative and petty crime incidents.

JS keen that parking time allowances in the area are more mixed and that a greater number of 1 hour spaces are required and the number of 4 hour spaces reduced.

Group discussed reinstatement of roads and footpaths by utilities companies and SB pointed out there was a protocol in place to try to ensure reinstatement is carried out to appropriate standard. DD confirmed that John Gill was correct contact for this matter. 

Group discussed ‘bag for life’ concept for Tollcross area to get across strong environmental message.

6. Progress against Action Plan 

(See attached plan)
Action - SB confirmed Cathy Evans would attend next meeting to provide fly-posting update
SB to check responsibility for cleaning street signs and bollards and report back on programme
SB to pull out relevant points from analysts reports on crime in Tollcross for next meeting

SB to circulate information from John MacFarlane on street lighting in Tollcross

SB to arrange slot at next Traders’ Association meeting to discuss trade waste 

CI to contact John Inman in Planning to seek clarification on use class issues and seek planning representation at next meeting

CI to get Business Improvement District (BID) information for next meeting 
CI to check with JS to check on potential participation in community event in May in form of stall or other way.   

GB to speak with Brian Torrance to clarify what was said to Cllr regarding parking 
GB to get in touch with Max Thomson from City Development and let JS know outcome of Greenways and long and short term parking options
DD to carry out walkabout with Dave Sinclair and Stewart Farquhar to investigate possible changes to pedestrian crossing at Home Street

7. AOCB

SL discussed paper on shopfront improvement scheme.  

SL raised proposal of HBOS take over former Fountainbridge Brewery site.   

8. Date of Next Meeting

Tuesday 29h April, 2.00pm, City Centre Neighbourhood Office, Cockburn Street.  

