Tollcross Short Life Working Group

Monday 6th October 2008

City Centre Neighbourhood Office

1 Cockburn Street

Note of Meeting

Attendance:
Susan Bruce (Chair), South Neighbourhood Team



Ann Wigglesworth, Tollcross Community Council




Simon Lievesley, Strategy and Investment 




Alan Dean, City Centre Neighbourhood Team



John Saunderson, Tollcross Traders Association



David Doig, South Neighbourhood Team



Claire Ironside, City Centre Neighbourhood Team

                      Campbell Barry, Tollcross Traders Association

                      Andy Devenport, Tollcross Community Council 

                      Gavin Brown, City Development (Traffic)

                      David Cooper, City Development (Planning)

                      Paul Monteith, City Centre Neighbourhood Team

1. Welcome and Apologies

Apologies from Cllr Alison Johnstone and Paul Baxter, Community Safety
2.        Minutes of previous meeting 11th August 2008 – cross reference item 3 Scotmid Report with item 6 TXCC report
Accepted as a correct record.

Action Points –

DD awaiting response from Sean McGrath. Pedestrian crossing timing request has been actioned but unclear on outcome. CB reported that crossing timings had altered but DD whether this is as result of request or result of other work being carried out in the area.

DD to get accident report for the Tollcross junction 

Residents and traders highlighted that Tollcross has felt isolated in last few weeks during recent traffic changes. 

DD to check whether road works are complete.

Licensing paper from Susan Clark distributed to group

DD informed group that, if selected as a capital project, Thornybauk will require work to be undertaken by design team. DD pointed out that contribution from Lava nightclub would be sought for locating their bins in the redesigned area.

Following issue raised that the cost of recycling for traders was prohibitive, SB suggested that this could be followed up during the forthcoming Waste Review           

AD confirmed that Community Grants information had been passed to JS. JS pointed out that the church’s lighting proposals had been viewed as problematic by Historic Scotland in the past. 

DD confirmed that Lauriston Church will be subject to a one-off clean up exercise beginning w/c 3rd November to improve its appearance.   
3.     Matters Arising – David Cooper, Planning
DC provided group with summary of the relationship between Planning and Licensing. It was highlighted that, theoretically, planning’s concern was with land and its use and, thereafter, licensing comes in and focuses on behavioural concerns. They are separate statutory regimes but they do in practice, however, dovetail in. He pointed out that the new licensing act is supposed to make it easier to get a license but, at the same time, it is also meant to make licenses easier to take away from the licensee. Group were informed that report on planning and licensing was due to go before Planning Committee. 

CB stated that he found the Council impenetrable sometimes. It was highlighted that submitting a public question at Neighbourhood Partnership meetings or approaching one or more local councillors were useful ways to get information from the relevant sources.            
CB looking to have more detailed discussion on the tables and chairs policy as he believed the standardised pricing regime is unfair to smaller local businesses. Group agreed that Paul Baxter was the most appropriate council officer to address this issue. 

CI suggested it could be placed on the agenda of the City Centre Neighbourhood Partnership’s Business Group as a representative from the Federation of Small Business attended this forum. 

Group discussed the position of Tollcross as a sensitive area as far as the granting of licenses was concerned. DC pointed out that planning works on quotas but he was unsure whether or not the same applied to licensing. He informed group that the policy regarding use classes was to be reviewed. The group agreed that it would be useful to have draft policy document circulated for consultation with the Neighbourhood Partnerships. 

4.
Public Realm Funding 

SL informed group of potential opportunities for area improvement work to be carried out using allocated monies from the Urban Centres Fund. The fund totals £1.2m and this is to be divided equally between the six neighbourhood areas, resulting in around £200K for each. He highlighted that a number of capital works were currently being prioritised.  SB and CI expressed desire to explore opportunities for a joint funding approach using some of the funding from both the City Centre and South Central Neighbourhood areas. The funding has to be used during financial year 2009/10. CI stated that the Ironside Farrar report should be used as the backdrop to identifying area improvement work requiring to be carried out. 
Street lighting – SB pointed out at last meeting that a 2 month delay was to be expected. SB to check on progress   

Gillespie Crescent – DD reported that works order was in place to resurface the road  and that the Council would be bearing the cost of this. 

Darroch Primary School – DD to check on status on temporary barrier put back in place as reported by JS
Bike Racks – GB to check with Caroline Burwell regarding additional bike racks for the area
Parking – GB informed group that NCP Services were lined up to do the lining for the additional parking spaces. It was acknowledged that project had snagged up on a number of occasions timescale-wise. GB highlighted that Christmas parking in the area was to be extended to include the month of November.     

5.
Tollcross Traders’ Association Update 
JS updated group on the traders’ advertising plans and distributed copy of promotional leaflet. The Kings Theatre will be putting up copies of the poster and distributing the leaflet when it sends out theatre tickets to customers. In addition, the ‘bag for life’ sustainable carrier is to be designed in conjunction with the local school

The remaining Tollcross ‘Out and About’ booklets with be distributed to a number of locations by the neighbourhood teams. AW suggested that the community council could also help if required.

AD to pass bulk drop list to SB/CI       

JS raised suggestion of a local scottish produce market in High Riggs. 

CI to check with City Dev/Economic Dev/Events 
JS highlighted that there were brand new bins in the area but the old ones had not yet been removed. DD confirmed that there was to be one type of bin throughout the area. 

DD informed group of forthcoming area walkabout arrangements. Walkabout to take place on Tuesday 28 October, 2.00pm, meeting at the Barclay Church. The relevant council officers will be in attendance along with traders and community council members

DD to send email out confirming arrangements
JS flagged up that number of small area business associations had taken part in early discussions on the feasibility of the potential for a Business Improvement District model.     

6.
Tollcross Community Council Update
AW distributed community council update paper to group.

Summary of contents:

· A number of trade waste bins, Thornbauk highlighted, continue to be left on pavements

· Graffiti on number of entrance doors on main streets giving negative impression

· Crossings in area continue to be pedestrian unfriendly

· General problem of litter in area
7.
Christmas in Tollcross
DD informed group that there was to be a new programme of low voltage Christmas lighting throughout the city.

AW to take timing issue up with Chris Chapman
AW informed group that the Christmas lights would be turned on at 6.00pm on Tuesday 2 December
Group discussed coaches stopping outside Kings Theatre causing traffic problems. ADev pointed out that a number of options had been suggested to help alleviate problem but each one problematic. GB stated that dispensation orders had been issued for coached to use Tarvit Street and they could stagger their pick up times. SB suggested a joint meeting between various partners, including police, Kings Theatre, community council members and council officers to agree a way forward on this issue.

GB to progress.       

DD confirmed that environmental wardens can take enforcement action against drivers who allow their vehicles to idle when stopped for a period of time.

8.   Action Plan   

Group agreed limitations on time to discuss area action plan. 

Action Plan agenda item to be place as early agenda item for next meeting

9.   AOCB 

None
10.  Date of Next Meeting

Monday 17th November at 2:00 p.m. City Centre Neighbourhood Office, 1 Cockburn Street.
