Tollcross Short Life Working Group

Tuesday 8th January 2008

City Centre Neighbourhood Office

1 Cockburn Street, EH1 1BJ

Note of Meeting

Attendance:

Susan Bruce (SB) - South Neighbourhood Team (Chair)

David Doig (DD) – South Neighbourhood Team

Alison Johnstone (AJ) – Councillor, Green Party

Lindsey Thomson (LT) – Lothian and Borders Police

Anne Wigglesworth (AW) – Tollcross Community Council

Claire Ironside (CI) – City Centre Neighbourhood Team

Alan Dean (AD) – City Centre Neighbourhood Team (Note of Meeting)
John Saunderson (JS) – Tollcross Traders’ Association

Tom Veitch (TV) – South West Neighbourhood Team

Simon Lievesley (SL) – Strategy & investment
1. Welcome and Apologies (SB):
           Brian Butler (BB), City Development

           Veronica Wright (VR), South West Neighbourhood Team
2. Note of Meeting 16.11.2007 (SB)

Accepted as true record

3. Matters Arising 

Street Lighting 
SB informed group that Council are in process of changing 75 streetlights in Tollcross area over from yellow/orange to white lighting. Work is scheduled to take place this financial year. Group can view key areas for works and suggest changes if necessary. AW reported that 6 lights (adjacent to Ali’s Cave and other retail premises) have been non-operational for some time and these should be included. If group members know of any dark spots in area then requested to make DD aware. 

General discussion included need for consistency and uniformity of lighting and need for improved communications with Scottish Power for whom street lighting is not high priority.   
Action – Request representative (John Mac Farlane) from CEC Street Lighting to attend next meeting (DD). 
           Litter Bins
DD informed group that audit of litter bins in area currently being    carried out and scheduled for completion by next week. Achieving consistency of design is the main aim of the work. 

AW reported that, overall, bins in the area were clear but highlighted the need for improved cleaning around the bins would improve things even more. DD clarified that refuse collectors should empty bins and clear bin surrounds. SB pointed out that in light of more recent recycling requirements, the Council is drawing up a Waste Strategy. 

SB reported that audit of street clutter such as poles and street furniture is to be carried out. AJ understood that 2 areas across the city were to be audited and would make the request that Tollcross is one of these areas. 

Advertising Boards 
CI updated group on A-Board clearance initiative carried out in city centre following feedback from area walkabouts. The programme is scheduled to be rolled out to other parts of the city centre and this will include Tollcross. In addition, options for clearance of unnecessary street furniture and external goods for sale will also be explored. Environmental managers from relevant area offices will liaise on this. 

Action – AD to send copies of A-Board letter issued to city centre traders and A-Board guidelines to JS       

            Scotmid
In light of concerns over visual appearance and waste management practices of the supermarket, SB has arranged meeting with branch manager. SB will raise awareness of traders’ association with Scotmid and also their important role in the visual amenity of the wider area. 

AW thought Scotmid should be earmarking money to improve appearance of building. Also reported internal housekeeping of store inadequate and undue prominence given to advertising alcohol in store windows. Suggested might be good idea to have community notice board in more prominent position. DD stated slight improvement in waste management practice as they have ceased to use vennel corner for waste storage any longer.       

            Kings Theatre
SB distributed Council report on improving the Kings Theatre.    Reported that theatre management are to produce business plan for submission to Council. Also pointed out that, contrary to news reports, there were no immediate health and safety concerns around the theatre and that it was not under the threat of closure and that a bid will be put into the capital programme for year 2010/11. DD pointed out that Council could assist in improvements to external railings etc.  
AJ reported that theatre management exploring options for using building in a more academic sense 

Action – SB to invite representative from theatre to attend next meeting.  
4. Tollcross Community Council – General Appearance of the Area,  Emptying of Containers and Street Sweeping 
AW suggested that most cleaning resources should be concentrated on the main streets. DD clarified that, as Tollcross is tenemental area, the containers are emptied twice weekly and reiterated the internal waste review should pick up on issues such as these. AW thought the current recycling bins are too small for current usage. SB thought this was due to residents becoming more environmentally friendly.

Action – DD to look into recycling facilities in Tollcross but highlighted it is a more complex issue as Planning have to be involved.

DD to invite representative from containerisation to future meeting

DD to liaise with city centre environmental manager, Dave Sinclair, to explore options for exchanging resources to ensure most beneficial cleansing regime for area. 

5. Update from Tollcross Traders’ Association
JS reported that no traders’ meeting had taken place since last meeting of group but had area walkabout with BB who had proposed around 40 new parking bays for area and this was very positive. DD suggested JS contact Julian Farrar to look at potential for consultant to carry out further presentation of Tollcross report and action plan. 

Action – DD to look at relocating container from current position directly outside retail premise.

AW reported trees on Bank of Scotland patio area dying through having lack of soil. DD offered to check with building factors. 

Action – AW to pass contact details to DD 

AW thanked CEC for graffiti cleansing and additional cycle racks. 

6. Action Plan – Prioritisation, Others to be involved. 

CI broke down action plan into manageable sections and identified potential owners for each of the actions identified. SB asked group members to prioritise issues. 

Action – CI to update action plan following group comments and will circulate with revisions. *To be sent out with note of meeting (see attached document).
SB to produce note on actions to be taken forward in Tollcross for next South Neighbourhood Partnership meeting 

Group members asked to review action plan and send any comments to CI
7. Attendees at future meetings
Invites to be sent to representatives from Kings Theatre, Containerisation/Refuse Collection, Street Lighting, and City Development (for more pedestrian friendly street crossings). 

8. AOCB

General group discussion on graffiti and tagging. LT reported one case had been cleared up. TV reported that wardens are still observing and investigating incidents.
SB informed group that report/analysis on crime data arising from Tasking and Co-ordinating Group (TAC) is due in time for next group meeting.  

9. Date of Next Meeting

Tuesday 4th March, 2pm, City Centre Neighbourhood Office, Cockburn Street.  

