Tollcross Short Life Working Group

Monday 11th August 2008

City Centre Neighbourhood Office

1 Cockburn Street

Note of Meeting

Attendance:
Susan Bruce (Chair), South Neighbourhood Team



Ann Wigglesworth, Tollcross Community Council




Simon Lievesley, Strategy and Investment 




Alan Dean, City Centre Neighbourhood Team



John Saunderson, Tollcross Traders Association



David Doig, South Neighbourhood Team



Claire Ironside, City Centre Neighbourhood Team

                      Andy Devenport, Tollcross Community Council 

                      Alison Johnstone, Councillor
                      Gavin Brown, City Development

                      Susan Clark, Corporate Services

                      Ian Bolland, Tollcross Traders Association
1. Welcome and Apologies

Apologies from John Stalker, Festival Theatres

2.        Note of Meeting 17th June 08

Accepted as a correct record.

3.      Matters Arising

Street Lighting

SB contacted John MacFarlane. Informed group of delay in lighting changeover programme by approximately 2 months 
Scotmid

SB contacted Scotmid again with a number of improvement suggestions for their shop premises. Currently awaiting response.  
Planning Representative

CI distributed guidance on shop frontage from draft city local plan.
BID

CI distributed information from the BID outlining the financial contributions from the local businesses she also referred the group to Essential Edinburgh website.
CI distributed information from the Bathgate BID relating to shop front improvements.
Pedestrian Crossing at Home Street (lengthy crossing timings)
DD had contacted Sean McGrath who provided a detailed description of crossing times. AW thought it would be beneficial on a number of levels to encourage pedestrians more than cars. ADev believed the matter to raise important Health and Safety issues. 

DD to contact Sean McGrath again with suggested timing improvements.

DD to also raise issue of crossing times at crossing further up Home Street.     

NP Presentation

CI stated that the Ironside Farrar report would now be placed on City Centre Partnership agenda for November as opposed to September as the agenda was a lengthy one. 
4.
Licensing – Susan Clark 

SC provided group with details of licensing regulations. Non-liquor licenses only required for opening hours between 11pm and 5am. No policy regarding number of licenses granted, only times. Takeaway premises can be granted licenses to 2/3am if in busy area only. 

SC informed group that there were number limitations with regards to liquor licenses and the planning department are the main determinants in this process. Informed group that there was no Tollcross-specific policy. 

Group discussed tables and chairs policy and was advised that it is the local environment teams who enforce policy as part of the Roads (Scotland) Act. Copy of the guidelines will be circulated to group members. 

CI to approach planning department to get representative along with knowledge of licensing issues. David Cooper or Alex Gudgeon were suggested departmental contact.     
It was also agreed that CI would invite Paul Baxter to the next meeting to discuss the Tables and Chairs policy.

CI to invite David Cooper or Alex Gudgeon to the next meeting to discuss licensing issues in Tollcross.

CI to invite Paul Baxter to the next meeting with regard to the Tales and Chairs policy.

5.
Recycling
DD informed group of proposed Thornybauk clean up and gave details of new design proposition involving removing existing shrub bed and repositioning bins. This could be part of capital project and would involve obtaining agreement with the Lava nightclub as they are a stakeholder. AW thought that improved landscaping would also be beneficial. 

DD to examine different design options. 
DD updated group on Gillespie Crescent waste and parking bay proposals.     

6. Updates
Tollcross Traders’ Association

Current membership now stands at 60 and their AGM took place at the end of June with representatives from 30 different premises.
JS update group on the initiative that is being developed with the local primary school and the development of a bag for life. He also stated that Daryl from the Kings Theatre had recently joined the Traders Association and he had offered pantomime tickets for the winning class.  Daryl had also offered a free page for advertising in the Pantomime brochure as well as the opportunity to include a flyer with any tickets that were being posted out to people.
JS also stated that articles were appearing in the next edition of the Bruntsfield and Morningside Gazette as well as in Canal News.

JS informed the group that they were inviting a representative from the Edinburgh BID to their next traders’ meeting on 1 September to discuss how to become a BID. 

JS informed group of new Bruntsfield Golf Links card and the proposal to develop new tee Boxes on the course which were sponsored by the local businesses. 

Tollcross Community Council

AW tabled a paper with outstanding issues that were still required to be addressed and areas of good news.

The areas for improvement were: trade waste bins located on pavements at Scotmid and at the back of Thornybauk, graffiti at front doors of tenements at Home, Leven & Brougham Street, the pedestrian crossings not being pedestrian friendly and finally graffiti has strated to re-appear at the premises recently vacated by the music shop.

The good news; the improved shop front at The Feathers Company, the new blue panels at Scotmid.  The Community Council had a meeting with Adrian Lorimer, Scotmid but the company felt that they would not increase their profit if they were to carry out further improvements to the store.   

7.
Review of Action Plan
CI distributed copies of revised plan to group members for information.  AW requested that the revised versions of the Action Plan should be dated for ease of reference.
CI to ensure Action Plan has a date on each version
8.   Christmas in Tollcross
JS to carry out bracket check for Christmas trees over the festive season.

DD to check on lighting plans for the area and examine the low energy/low voltage option for lighting provision.

DD to copy in AW on correspondence 
Issue to be placed on next agenda. 
9.    Lauriston Church Report
CI distributed report from the Planning Committee to the group for information.

DD to get squad to remove unsightly growth from façade of property in order to lessen dilapidated appearance.     

10.  AOCB 

DD raised potential for the floodlighting of the Barclay Church to be eligible for Community Grant Funding.

AD to pass grant funding information to JS
DD highlighted 4 options from Tollcross would be considered, along with another 16 sites, for some of the Roads funding allocation:

· Thornybauk waste design
· Tactiles at pedestrian crossings

· Appropriate signage for area

· Improved railings at Kings Theatre
ADev raised no right turn signage issue at main Tollcross junction.

DD to check signage.

ADev raised issue that one-way street at Lonsdale Terrace is being mis-used.   

11.  Date of Next Meeting

Next meeting will take place on Monday 6 October, 2.00pm in the City Centre Neighbourhood Office at 1 Cockburn Street.    

