Tollcross Short Life Working Group

Monday 19th January 2009 

City Centre Neighbourhood Office

1 Cockburn Street, 2.00pm

Note of Meeting

Attendance:
Susan Bruce SB (Chair), South Neighbourhood Team 


Ann Wigglesworth AW, Tollcross Community Council




Sarah Bryson SBry, Strategy and Investment 




Alan Dean AD, City Centre Neighbourhood Team



David Doig DD, South Neighbourhood Team



Paul Beswick PB, Tollcross Community Council 

                     John Saunderson JS, Tollcross Traders’ Association

                      Andy Devenport ADev, Tollcross Community Council  

1. Welcome and Apologies

Apologies from Gavin Brown, City Development.

2. Minutes of previous meeting 17th November 2008

Accepted as a correct record.

3.     Matters Arising 

DD provided update on Thornybauk and the planned environmental works. Discussions are progressing well with the Lava Nightclub and he is looking to get agreements that lead to good community benefit. He will discuss the proposals with the community council before it goes to Planning. 

DD and team working on progressing the cleaning of the Lauriston Church. The front of the property has now undergone cleaning and the remaining parts are scheduled in. 

SB informed group that Tollcross has priority area status within the South Neighbourhood area and indicated that around £150k has been allocated to it. AD awaiting news of Tollcross funding allocation from City Centre Neighbourhood budget as part of the partnership arrangement between both area teams. 

AD to get clarification of budget from Dave Sinclair and Claire Ironside 

SB pointed out that the draft Tollcross Public Real Development Brief was available for wider circulation. Group discussed city centre embargo on non-essential road works as a result of the ongoing tram works and it was agreed that the draft brief should contain reference to the requirement to minimise road works in the development proposals.

SB highlighted that technical problems with the lanterns experienced by the current contractor had affected the progress of the bulb changeover programme. She pointed out however that replacement bulbs were still in the budget for this financial year and the work would be completed before the end of March. 

AD provided update on the issue of shopfront improvements. Simon Lievesley had indicated that the Council did not generally get involved in  shopfront refurbishment. An inclusion regarding shopfronts, however, has been written into the development brief based on potential modest financial contributions on a first come first served basis. The group discussed some ideas on the standardisation of shopfronts in Tollcross. 

SB suggested that the reference to shopfronts contained in the brief should be examined and commented on. Draft brief to be circulated to group. 

SBry to send brief to AD to circulate with minutes
SBry pointed out that she had received notice of the intention to organise a canal festival on 27 June. Re-union would be the event organisers. ADev informed the group that he was involved in the proposed project and that he would keep everyone informed of what was planned but stressed that it was still in the very early stages.  

ADev informed group that he was also involved in the Meadows Festival group and raised the possibility that the festival may not go ahead this year.         

AD provided information on potential market provision in the High Riggs area. He understood that a temporary Market Operators’ Licence would be required and that charitable or community groups can apply for these for £59 for up to 10 stalls. A consultation procedure is involved and indications are is that the whole process can take around 28 days.                             
4.
Action Plan 

Following the agreed action at the last meeting to revise and rationalise the Action Plan, AD went over some of the proposed changes to the document and asked for comment. It was agreed to focus only on the section dealing with the retail experience in the area. Changes included

· JS to visit traders’ association members to obtain contributions
· JS to liaise with Bruntsfield Traders to examine their customer loyalty scheme

· Vacant retail premises to be advertised on traders’ website

· Shop façade work to be taken forward in context of Ironside Farrar development document

· PC Yorkston Bell to be contacted to attend group meetings

· Development of opening hours section to be removed

AD to incorporate changes into action plan
AD to arrange meeting with relevant council staff to review action plan and re-circulate with revisions for comment

AD invite Lothian and Borders Police representative    
5.
Tollcross Traders’ Association (TTA) Update 

JS informed group the traders’ association now has 65 members. Ongoing activities include the installing of tee plates on Bruntsfield Links and he asked whether the Council could install the plates when ready. 

The TTA intend to submit an application for a Waste Action Grant on 16 February for the ‘Bag for Life’ environmental initiative. JS highlighted the need for the association to have a constitution that would assist the eligibility criteria for grant applications. AW/Adev suggested that an application could be submitted on behalf of the community council if necessary. DD offered to send copy of sample constitution. As a result of the competition held in December involving local schoolchildren, two designs were now ready to be used for the bags.
Group discussed forms of environmental improvement for the area including planters and hanging baskets. Projects such as ‘Britain in Bloom’ and ‘Colour in the City’ were raised by DD.
JS to liaise with DD over fitting of tee plates 

DD to forward sample group constitution to JS
DD to speak to local plant nursery manager and come to next meeting with some environmental improvement ideas                        
6.
Tollcross Community Council (TXCC) Update

AW circulated TXCC update paper. Issues included pavement cleaning, blocked gulleys, grafitti, and Christmas lights. 
Pavement cleaning – DD highlighted the proposed works at Thornybauk would alleviate some of the problems raised. DD understood the frequency of the recycling bin uplifts had been increased. 

Gulleys – DD confirmed that an order was in place to rectify the gulley issue at Home Street and raised the possibility that a possible collapse had taken place. 

Graffiti – DD to arrange officer to visit shop affected by graffiti. AW to write to letting agent of empty retail premises at Valleyfield/Leven Street with offer to paint it before new tenant moves in. 

Christmas lights event – AW reported that event went well with a varied section of the community involved. Highlighted that the lights themselves could be improved and that the TXCC offered to purchase more.            

7.
AOCB

ADev raised issue of coach parking at the Kings Theatre and the resulting congestion this causes. It was pointed out that Gavin Brown was looking at ways to alleviate this problem and potential solutions had been identified. 

GB to speak to Kings Theatre
ADev raised issue of ongoing utilities company works in Lauriston Street and the negative impact this was having on residents and their ability to park their cars. 

AD to check with Dave Sinclair and Graeme Paget regarding Lauriston Street
DD to get John Gill and Graeme Paget to link up over utilities works in the area
AW believed that the West Tollcross junction needed new tactile slabs.      

8.   Date of Next Meeting 

Monday 2nd March 2009 at 2:00 p.m. City Centre Neighbourhood Office,  1 Cockburn Street.

Post meeting note – meeting now rescheduled for Tuesday 10 March at 2.30pm in 1 Cockburn Street
